Introduction

Moody County Highway Department Snow/Ice Removal Procedures

The following information is intended to serve as general guidelines for addressing snow removal operations in Moody County.  It reflects the dual goals of efficiently clearing county roads while protecting the safety of the public and county employees.

This manual contains general statements of policies and procedures.  It should not be read as including the fine details of each policy or procedure.  In addition, the policies and procedures may not be applied in all cases.

Moody County reserves the sole and exclusive right to change, add, or amend these policies and procedures at will and without prior notice.  This manual is not intended to create, nor does create, a contract with any person or entity.  There may be situations where amendments are made before this document can be updated.
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Policy Enforcement and Implementation

Moody County Highway Department Snow/Ice Removal Procedures

To the extent that any previous rule, regulation, policy or past practice, written or unwritten, is in conflict with the provisions of this policy, such is hereby withdrawn, voided and all personnel should conduct themselves in conformity with the policy.  This policy is not intended to create any contract with or duty to any individual member of the public or to protect any particular or circumscribed class of persons.  At least one or more of the following situations, which will delay all or some of the services, provided, may affect all or parts of this policy:

1. Equipment breakdowns;

2. Vehicles disabled in deep snow;

3. Weather so severe as to cause crews to be called in from the roads, i.e. whiteout conditions;

4. Equipment rendered inadequate by the depths of the snow or drifts;

5. Crew breaks, and breaks required for refueling, refilling of material spreaders and installing chains or new blades; and

6. Unforeseen emergencies.

Page 2

Policy Statement

Moody County Highway Department Snow/Ice Removal Procedures

It is the policy of Moody County to initiate snow removal operations to maintain traffic as-long-as visibility is above minimum and weather conditions are such that plowing can be done safely and effectively for at least five (5) hours.
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Responsibilities and Considerations

Moody County Highway Department Snow/Ice Removal Procedures

The Moody County Highway Superintendent or a designated assignee has the responsibility for initiating all snow removal actions using their best judgment and considering several factors, including but not limited to:

1. Prevailing weather conditions;

2. Amount of snow fall;

3. Type of snow fall;

4. Areas affected; and

5. Emergency or extreme conditions.

The Moody County Commissioners, Highway Superintendent and the highway department assignees will have the responsibility, in a declared emergency, to coordinate all emergency situations.
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General Practices

Moody County Highway Department Snow/Ice Removal Procedures

1. When snow fall is at least two inches, but less than four inches, all hard surfaced roads will be plowed during normal working hours, provided that the prevailing winds are such that snow remains on the traveled portion of the road.

2. With a snowfall of four inches or more, all gravel roads as-well-as hard surfaced roads will be plowed during normal working hours.

3. A snowfall of four inches or more may result in plowing activities being conducted before and after normal working hours, as-well-as weekends and holidays.

4. Snow removal operations will be initiated out of the Moody County Highway Department Shop in Flandreau and one shop located in Colman.
Snowfall Plowing Summary

Less than 2 inches=no plowing

2-4 inches=plowing hard surfaced roads during normal working hours

Over 4 inches=plowing hard surfaced roads, gravel roads, during normal    

working hours with the possibility of extra hours being worked
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Plowing Priorities
Moody County Highway Department Snow/Ice Removal Procedures

The Moody County Highway Superintendent will determine which roads are a priority for snow removal and the sequence of plowing.  Highway department personnel may provide input on the decisions, taking into account reported snow fall amounts and the areas affected.

In a situation involving a declared emergency and/or blizzard conditions the priorities for plowing will be:

1. Human life and critical needs;

2. Main county roads;

3. School bus routes; and

4. Mail routes.

Public funds cannot be used for snow removal on private property unless conditions are such that the situation constitutes an emergency.

Whenever possible, county roads will be opened according to a planned priority route map, as prepared by the Moody County Highway Department.
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Sanding Policies

Moody County Highway Department Snow/Ice Removal Procedures

The Moody County Highway Department has been directed to sand areas designated by the Moody County Commission, such as;

1. Adequate distance before and after bridges;

2. Uphill areas – depending on icy conditions;

3. Curves – depending on icy conditions; and

4. Hard surfaced road intersections on the Moody County Highway system with stop signs.

Other sites MAY also be sanded, including:

1. High traffic volume areas;

2. Areas with numerous school bus stops;

3. Accident or emergency vehicle danger areas, as identified by the Moody County Sheriff’s Department; and

4. Other locations identified by the Moody County Highway Superintendent or Moody County Highway Department personnel.

The Moody County Highway Department Superintendent or a designated assignee has the authority to sand before and after normal working hours, due to adverse weather conditions.

Weather temperature should be above 20 degrees F before salt sanding is done.  If weather is to be above freezing and melting is occurring, no salt sanding will be done, although if temperature is lower than 20 degrees F and the sky is clear and sunny, salt sanding may be effective.  Weather conditions such as blowing snow will also dictate when salt sanding is done.  
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Winter Emergency Plan

Moody County Highway Department Snow/Ice Removal Procedures

The following Winter Emergency Plan for snow removal and emergency help has been approved by the Moody County Commissioners for the winter months.

The plans set the priorities for action, which will be taken in case of blizzard conditions.

The Moody County Commissioners, Emergency Management, Highway Superintendent and the highway department assignees will have the responsibility in a declared emergency to coordinate all emergency situations.

Priorities for help:

1. Human life and needs;

2. Main county roads;

3. School bus routes; and

4. Mail routes.

Snow Removal:

Public funds cannot be used for private work on private property unless conditions are such that the situation constitutes an emergency.  County road will be opened in a planned priority route map in the Moody County Highway Department Office.

Pre-Blizzard Period:



During the winter an adequate supply of the following items should 

stock piled:

· Fuel and auxiliary heating 

· Auxiliary lighting

· Battery powered radio

· Snow removal equipment

· Generators – to use with power failure

· Snow chains w/repair parts

· Cutting edges/wing shear bolts

· Diesel anti-gelling additive

· Diesel additive to disperse water accumulation
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Electrical supply is often lost at this time, so plans should be made to operate without it.

During blizzard period:

Only emergencies involving human life will be considered.  The safety of personnel responding to emergency call is of primary importance.

After the Blizzard Period:

After weather has improved, the priorities established will be followed.

Clearing snow from private drives or farm entrances and pushing such snow across county roads is prohibited.  This practice creates a serious safety hazard and adds to the time and cost of snow removal road maintenance.
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Stalled or Stranded Vehicles:

Any stalled or stranded vehicles (attended or unattended) that interfere with snow and ice removal, sanding, salting, or placing or other abrasives will be towed.  Stalled or stranded vehicles that impede the passage of snow removal equipment or present a hazard to traffic will first be moved to the side of the road by the highway department and then towed.  The county shall not be liable for any damage to stalled or stranded vehicles left on the traveled portion of the roadway or other obstructions which interfere with snow and ice removal, sanding, salting, or placing of other abrasives.  Vehicle owners shall be responsible for all costs associated with moving, towing, and storage of the vehicles.

Rural Mailboxes:

The County shall not pay for damaged mailboxes unless actual contact is made by a snow removal unit.  Residents should mark mailboxes in drift prone areas to help maintenance workers avoid them.  Claims for damaged mailboxes are to be submitted to the Moody County Highway Department within 48 hours to be considered for payment.
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